DOGMA II, CHRISTOLOGY
1. CHRIST'S DIFFERENT NAMES (C 422-429)

1.1/ Jesus (C 430-435): The name Jesus means "God saves." Jesus came to save us from our sins, to give us salvation, which is the life of God's grace here and eternal happiness with God in heaven. Only God can forgive sins, so the name Jesus signifies that God is present to us in Jesus. The name of Jesus has been exalted above every other name, and it is at the heart of Christian prayer.


1.2/ Christ (C 436-440): The name Christ comes from the Greek word for the Hebrew Messiah, meaning "anointed." Jesus is the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies foretelling a Messiah who as king, priest, and prophet would save people from sin. He was anointed by the Father with the Holy Spirit (Acts 10:38). Jesus accepted the title of Messiah in the presence of His apostles, but he did not allow it to be applied to him publicly because his contemporaries expected the Messiah to be a political ruler. The true meaning of Messiah was revealed when Jesus died and rose for our sins. Since then, the Church has recognized him as Messiah, as Christ.

1.3/ Son of God (C 441-445): is an expression applied uniquely to Jesus, who was proclaimed as God's beloved Son at His Baptism and again at His Transfiguration. Jesus is the only Son of God and was acclaimed as such by the apostles after his Resurrection (Jn 3:16)

1.4/ Son of Man: Ezekiel is the one who first used this title (Eze 2:1, 3:1). Jesus called Himself many times as the Son of Man (Mt 8:30, 9:6, 10:23, 11:19, 26:2; Jn 1:51).

1.5/ The Lord (C 446-455): Lord is a title used for God in the Old Testament. Jesus is called Lord in the New Testament, and his divinity is announced when Thomas worships him with the word "My Lord and my God" (Jn 20:28). Because Jesus is Lord, the Church believes that he is the key, center, and purpose of human history.
2. THE MYSTERY OF THE INCARNATION


2.1/ Christ becomes man (C 461-463): Incarnation refers to the fact that the Son of God took on a human nature to bring about our salvation. Belief in the Incarnation is the distinctive sign of Christian faith.


- To save us from sin by reconciling us with God; 


- To bring us God's love;



- To be for us a model of holiness; 


- To give us a share in God's own life by making us children of God (C 456-460).

2.2/ Two natures of Christ (C 464-469)



- Divine nature: He is God



- Human nature: He is man



- Two natures united in one divine person. He became truly human without ever ceasing to be God.

2.3/ As a human being, Jesus has (C 470-483)


- Both a human body and a human soul



- Both human intellect and will


- He had human knowledge, which was limited. Scripture says that He grew in wisdom and age. 



- Because His human nature was united to the divine person, however, Christ had a special awareness of His status as the Son of the Father, an ability to see into human hearts, and an understanding of God's plans. Christ had a human will that was perfectly attuned with His divine will. He had a real body, which made God visible. He had human emotions and a heart full of love for us.


2.4/ At the Annunciation (C 484-511): Mary was invited to become the mother of the Savior. 


(1) The role of the Holy Spirit (C 484-486): Mary was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit.


(2) The role of Mary (C 487-493): 


+ She was chosen by God to be the mother of Christ, and Christ is God; Mary is the Mother of God. 


+ She was prepared by God to be Christ's mother through the privilege of the Immaculate Conception. From the moment of her own conception, Mary was redeemed from sin by the anticipated merits of Christ, and so the angel Gabriel addressed her as "full of grace." With the help of God's grace, she remained free from sin throughout her life.

+ She is the Immaculate Virgin: Because the conception was miraculous, Mary remained a virgin, fulfilling a prophecy in Isaiah 7:14 that a virgin would conceive and bear a son. This conception is history, not legend. Because it was met with incredulity by nonbelievers, it could not have been invented to win people over. It is reality, accessible only to faith (C 494-498).

+ Mary's virginity is testimony to the divinity of Jesus, for God was His only Father and Jesus was conceived by the Spirit. 


+ Mary's virginity is a sign of her faith. It makes her a symbol of the Church, which also brings forth children for God through Baptism by the Holy Spirit's power.



(3) The role of Joseph (C 499-511): Mary was married to Joseph, a carpenter of Nazareth. Joseph is the foster father of Jesus


+ Mary remained ever a virgin. Those called the brothers and sisters of Jesus in the Gospels are cousins or disciples. Some of them are identified as children of another woman. 


+ The Bible never speaks of other children of Mary (Mt 13:55; 27:56). 

3. HERESIES AGAINST CHRIST' S TWO NATURES


3.1/ Monophysites: emphasizes divine nature. Christ only has one divine nature. 


3.2/ Gnosticism: emphasizes human nature: Christ is not equal to God because He has a body.

3.3/ Docetism: emphasizes divine nature. Christ only seems to be a man; he did not have a real physical body

3.4/ Arianism: emphasizes human nature. Jesus was not truly God. 


3.5/ Nestorianism: Two natures are not distinctive in Christ, but were joined together (half man half God).


3.6/ Adoptionism: Christ is a human being, and elevated to God's Son at His Baptism.

4. CHRIST'S INFANCY (C 522-534): The Creed says little about Christ's life, focusing instead on the principal mysteries of salvation. The Gospels proclaim Jesus as Savior of the world, telling only those facts necessary for this purpose. Some of Christ's infancy was reported by the evangelists:

(1) Christ's coming was announced by the prophets, the last one being John the Baptist. Each year the Advent liturgy recalls how humankind waited for the Messiah, and it proclaims that Christ will come again. Advent leads to Christmas, when we celebrate Christ's Nativity. 


(2) Jesus demonstrated his submission to the law of Israel when he was circumcised on the eighth day after his birth. His mission to every nation was manifested when he was visited by the wise men from the East, an event recalled at Epiphany.


(3) He was presented in the Temple according to Jewish law and was recognized by Simeon and Anna as the Savior of Israel. But he was rejected by King Herod and escaped death only by going into exile in Egypt with Mary and Joseph (C 527-530).


(4) After Herod's death the family returned to their home at Nazareth. Here Jesus remained, obedient to Mary and Joseph, living simply, doing manual labor, inviting us to be united with him in the ordinary circumstances of daily life. 


(5) His pilgrimage to Jerusalem at age twelve, the one event related about Jesus' years at Nazareth, manifested his desire to be in his Father's house, doing his Father's work (C 531-534).
5. CHRIST' S PUBLIC LIFE (C 557-570)


5.1/ Jesus' Baptism: Jesus' public life began when He was baptized by John in the Jordan River. Though sinless, He signified his oneness with us, who are sinners. 

5.2/ Jesus' temptation: Jesus next fasted for forty days in the wilderness, defeating Satan's attempts to distract him from his mission. 

5.3/ Jesus' threefold mission:


(1) To reveal God's mysteries: Trinity, Incarnation, and the Plan of Salvation, and to preach the Good News and to heal people (C 535-550).


(2) To choose disciples, train them, and send them out (C 551-556).


(3) To bring God's plan of salvation to perfection by going through His Passion, Death, and Resurrection. 
6. CHRIST'S EVENT


6.1/ His Passion (C 571-598)



+ Jesus came to Jerusalem for the Passover feast, recalling how the Jews once passed over from slavery in Egypt to freedom in the Promised Land. Jesus' own Passover from death to new life accomplished our salvation (C 571-573).


+ Jesus was threatened with death because some Jewish leaders felt he was an agent of Satan. They believed that he opposed the Law, the Temple, and the belief in one God. 



+ Jesus came to fulfill the Law, but to do this He had to correct false interpretations given by the Pharisees. Jesus loved the Temple and drove merchants from its outer courts (thus enraging officials who profited from Temple commerce), but He knew it would be destroyed and could not remain a focal point for true worship. 


6.2/ His Death on the Cross (C 599-623)



+ Jesus' death fit into God's plan for our salvation, and was foretold in Old Testament prophecies. That God sent the Son to live among sinners for their redemption is proof of God's love for us (C 599-605).


+ God's love found perfect human expression in Jesus' readiness to do God's will. Even when Jesus' love for us began to lead inevitably to the Cross, he did not turn back. 


+ God is love, and no one could have greater love than willingly to lay down one's life for one's friends (John 15:13). On the night before he died, at the Last Supper, Jesus expressed his willingness to sacrifice his life. 


+ In His agony at the garden of Gethsemane, He overcame human fear and embraced the Father's Will. He then gave his life for us, His obedience replacing our disobedience. 


+ As God and as a human being, He embraced all people. By giving His life, He became the head of humanity, the unique mediator between God and us forever. (C 606-623).


+ When we say that Christ died and was buried, we mean that His human soul was separated from His body. Both body and soul, however, remained joined to His divine person, and God's power saved His body from corruption as it awaited Easter.


6.3/ His Resurrection (C 624-630):

+ Jesus did not remain among the dead. On the third day after his crucifixion, followers discovered that his tomb was empty. 


+ Jesus then appeared to Mary Magdalene and other women, to His apostles, and to hundreds of others. His followers, at first incredulous, soon became convinced of the reality of his Resurrection. 


+ Christ's appearances to His followers proved that He had returned to them in the same body that had died on the cross. Yet it was glorious, with remarkable powers, immune to suffering and death, free from the limits of space and time. 


+ He had not returned to this mortal life in a mortal body (as Lazarus did), but He had passed through death to the perfection of human life. This is a mystery we cannot entirely grasp, a marvelous intervention of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit in human history (C 638-650).


+ The Resurrection confirmed everything Jesus had taught and done. It demonstrated the reality of the Incarnation. It opened the way to eternal life for us. 


+ It conquered sin, for it allowed everyone who follows Christ to overcome death. Be cause Christ died, we, too, shall rise (C 651-658).

7. CHRIST DESCENDED INTO HELL (C 631-637)


+ The word hell in the Creed is an ancient usage which denotes not a place of punishment, but the abode of the dead. 


+ To say that Jesus descended into hell means that He truly died to be with those holy souls who were awaiting the fullness of life. His death made it possible for them and for people of every age to attain perfect happiness in heaven.
8. CHRIST ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN (C 659-667)


+ "He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father."

+ The New Testament records that for forty days Jesus appeared to his followers, teaching and encouraging them. 

+ Then he ascended into heaven on a cloud to God's right hand, signifying that His humanity would forever share in divine glory. Christ is where God is, and He remains with His Church always.

9. CHRIST WILL COME AGAIN TO JUDGE THE LIVING AND THE DEAD (C 668-682)


+ In heaven, Jesus Christ is Lord of the universe and of human history. He is head of the Church and dwells in the Church. 


+ At the end of time (exactly when this will be is unknown), Christ will come again. Then evil will be completely vanquished, and God will reign over "new heavens and a new earth" (2 Peter 3: 13). 


+ Now we are in the final age of the Church, a time to work with Christ for the establishment of His kingdom. Trials still test us, and Scripture speaks of tribulation that will cause many to fall away. But Jesus is Lord, and he cannot be overcome. He will judge all people to the degree that they have imitated him in love of God and neighbor.
10. CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH: Christ established his Church by his life, death, and Resurrection. He is Jesus, our Savior, who invites us to be on a "first-name" basis with him; he calls us friends (John 15:15). He is Christ, the Anointed, the only one who can give meaning to life. He is Son of God, who allows us to become God's children. He is Lord, truly God, who offers us the grace of God's love now and forever.
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