SCRIPTURE I
1/ THE MEANING OF LIFE


- What do we live this life for? To live in a way that leads to heaven.


- How do we know that? Scripture teaches: that is the will of God: "This is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up at the last day. For this is the will of my Father: that every one who sees the Son and believes in him should have eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day" (John 6:39-40).

- We only live in this world for only less than 100 years while Scripture has about 4,000 years. It is foolish for not relying on the revelation of the Scripture.
2/ THE IMPORTANCE OF THE SCRIPTURE


2.1 For the individual:


- Study Scripture is to talk to God: "Through Scripture, our God comes to meet and to His children" (CCC, 104, DV 21).


- Study Scripture is to know the heart of Christ. His heart was closed before His Passion, because Scripture is still not clear at that time. But his heart is opened after His Passion, because from now on, the one who study Scripture will understand and know how the prophecy must be explained (St. T. Aquinas explains Psa 21:11).

- Understand the truth and avoid falsehood (DV 11, 5).

- Food for the soul: Nourish the spiritual life by helping one to know God. St. Jerome declares: Ignorance of Scripture is ignorance of God.

- Sanctify individual life daily (DV 22, Acts 20:32, cf. 1 Thes. 2:13).

- Guide one's life: To provide solution for the daily problems. The Word of God is the light for my way (Psa 119, 105).

- Help to reach heaven: The Kingdom of God is only for those listen and put into practice the Word of God (Lk 11:28).

- Help to avoid sins: If one doesn't know the truth, how can one live the truth? If you don't know the truth, you don't commit sin; but you still have to receive the result. For example, traffic ticket.

2.2 For the family:


- One cannot give to other what one doesn't have. How parents can fulfill their prophetic duty to their children if they don't know Scripture?

- The danger of wrongly interpretation of the Scripture is everywhere: at school, in the work place, on the internet...

2.3 For the society:


- Avoid injustice


- Reduce social crimes

- Help to train good citizens: Youth is the future of the nation. If they were led by the Word of God, they will help the nation to avoid catastrophes in the future.

2.4 For the Church:


- All members of the Church were benefited from Scripture, especially the leaders.


- Scripture is the force and the power of the Church (CCC, 131)


- Scripture helps the Church to fulfill her duty of spreading the Good News till the end of the earth.

3/ REVELATION: How can people know God?

3.1/ Natural revelation: Nature itself reveals the existence of God "Ever since the creation of the world his invisible nature, namely, his eternal power and deity, has been clearly perceived in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse." (Rom 1:20)

3.2/ Supernatural revelation



3.2.1 Scripture (written)



3.2.2 Tradition (oral)

4/ THE AUTHOR OF THE SCRIPTURE

4.1/ God is the main author: All the Scripture has God as the author; so, the Scripture is unerring. How does God use human beings to write the Scripture? There are several explanations:


- To let human being to fall into the state of frenzy or trance and let him see what he has to write down.



- To dictate as one use his secretary.
Fundamentalism: An approach to exegesis which is based upon a naively literalist interpretation of the sacred text which refuses to acknowledge the historical character of biblical revelation.


4.2/ Both God and human as the author: God let the human author know the truth and let him write down under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit (CCC, 105). The human author can use his wisdom, style, and argument to convey the message. This is the way that the Church accepted (CCC, 106; DV, 11). This leads the Church to accept the historical critical analysis as many ways in studying the Scripture.

* The Holy Spirit still act when the Scripture is pronounced in both the preacher and the audience. If the Holy Spirit only acts in the preacher, the audience can't understand the meaning (CCC, 108, Lk 24:45, Pauline Writings). So, it is importance for the audience to pray to the Holy Spirit before reading or listening to the Scripture. The Holy Spirit is the interpreter of the Scripture (CCC 109).
5/ THREE PRINCIPLES WHEN STUDYING THE SCRIPTURE

(1) Be especially attentive "to the content and the unity of the whole Scripture" (CCC 112). This is what we call "canonical criticism."

(2) Read the Scripture within "the living Tradition of the whole Church" (CCC 113). What the Church always believes.

(3) Be attentive to the analogy of faith, which means the coherence of the truths of faith among themselves and within the whole plan of Revelation (CCC 114).

6/ THE SENSES OF THE SCRIPTURE

6.1 The literal sense: is the meaning conveyed by the words of Scripture and discovered by exegesis, following the rules of sound interpretation. This sense is important because "all other senses of Sacred Scripture are based on the literal sense" (TA, ST, I, Q1, A10, ad 1) (CCC 116).

6.2 The spiritual sense: there are three



6.2.1 The allegorical sense: the literal sense is only the symbol of what the author wants to express; for examples, 

- The Crossing of the Red Sea is a sign or type of Christ's victory and also of Christian Baptism (cf. I Cor 10:2).


- In Gal 4:22-5:1, St. Paul means the allegorical sense by using the people and the images of: Abraham, Sarah, Hagar, Isaac, Ishmael, Jerusalem, Sinai, Law, Faith, slavery, freedom…



6.2.2 The moral sense: The events reported in Scripture must lead us to act justly. As St. Paul says, they were written "for our instructions" (I Cor 10:11). When Jesus gives the image of building house on the rock, He wants people to build their life on the words of God.


6.2.3 The anagogical sense: In Greek, anagoge means "leading." We can view realities and events in term of their eternal significance, leading us toward our true homeland: thus the Church is a sign of the heavenly Jerusalem (CCC 117).

A medieval couplet summarizes the significance of the four senses:

The Letter speaks of deeds; Allegory to faith;


The Moral how to act; Anagogy our destiny. (CCC, 118)

7/ SOURCES CRITISISM

- The 4 sources: Jahweh, Elohim, Priestly, Deuteronomy in Pentateuch.

- Q (quelle) source of the NT: what is common source for the Synoptic?

Study of the biblical texts to show the extent to which the present form of our biblical books reflect the reliance on or incorporation of already existing written or fixed oral material.

Four chief concerns:

(1) the words and images of the text

(2) the character and movements of the text

(3) the literary form of the text

(4) the message of the text

Methodology: To identify different sources:

(1) note references to sources in the text itself

(2) note sudden shifts in the language of a passage: its vocabulary, grammar, style, or tone

(3) note unexpected interruption of the context and its resumption later

(4) note retelling of the story in a slightly different form (doublet); for example: 2 creation stories (Gen 1:27-31 and 2:21-25). Elohim is used in the first story; while Yahveh Elohim is used in the second story.
(5) note theological or ideological contradiction within the same book.

- Strength of the method: Identification of differing styles in the Sacred Text which could help identifies the original author’s intent and thus clarifies the literary sense.  Also could explain apparent textual questions in the Sacred Scripture.

- Weaknesses of the method:
1. It a priori (based on something known: working from something that is already known or self-evident to arrive at a conclusion) rejects inspiration and assumes an evolutionary view of the development of the Judea-Christian religions. 

2. It presupposes skepticism towards the historicity of the events in the biblical text as well as rejects the supernatural elements of salvation history.  This skews the method.
3. It disregards the oral tradition that preceded the written sources.
4. It assumes that the redactor worked with documents written by singularly creative individuals. 
- As to the two-source hypothesis:

1. Life of Christ is based exclusively on Mark who was not an eye-witness

2. The sayings of Christ which cannot be traced to Q are devalued.
3. The acceptance of Q makes Matthean authorship impossible which ignores the testimony of the early tradition.
8/ TEXTUAL CRITICISM: "Tam sao thất bản." If the original is copied three successive times, we will lose the original meaning.

1.1/ The original autograph: None is found until now. We only found the copies of the original, hand-written either on papyrus or animal skins (printing is much later). The dangers of hand-written: lacking of or extra information, confusion between two lines, vocabularies changing, wrong explanation...

- Hebrew version: Originally, they only have consonants; for example, dbr can mean to speak or word, speech, thing, matter. Depending on the context, one translate it correspond. Hebrew with vowel (called Maroretic Text, MT) was only appeared about 750-1000 AD.

- Greek version (Septuagint, LXX, 2 BC), Latin version (Vulgate, 4 AD, translated from Proto-MT)? 


1.2/ The main codices (book-form) and its time:

(1) Sinaiticus (4th London): Codex Sinaiticus (350 AD) is kept at the British Museum. This codex has almost all the NT and more than half of the OT.

(2) Alexandrius (5th London): Codex Alexandrinus (400 AD) is also kept at the British Museum. The British Encyclopedia believes this codex is written in Greek in Egypt. It contains almost the whole Scripture.
(3) B Vaticanus (4th, Vatican): Codex Vaticanus (325-350 AD) is kept at the Vatican Library. It is written in Greek and contains almost the whole Scripture.

(4) C (5th Paris): Codex Ephraemi (400 AD) is kept at the National Library at Paris. The British Encyclopedia believes it is written in the 5th century AD. It contains the whole Scripture except the Second Letter to the Thessalonians and the Second Letter of John.

(5) D (5th Cambridge): Codex Bezae (450 AD) is kept at the Library in Cambridge. It contains all the Gospels and the Acts, not only in Greek, but also in Latin.

1.3/ Manuscripts (P46, 200 AD, and Michigan), Apparatus, Lectionaries: According to B. Metzger, there are 2,135 lectionaries. The oldest lectionaries are found from the 6th century. The Lectionaries is more conservative and based on the more original ones; so, it is very valuable in the textual criticism.


- There are about 100 English versions of Scripture, the most popular versions are: RSV, NRSV, and King James; seven versions in French, the most popular ones are FBJ, FDB. We have 4 Vietnamese versions of Trần Đức Huân, Nguyễn Thế Thuấn, Trần Văn Kiệm, and Phụng Vụ Các Giờ Kinh.


1.4/ The standards are used to determine the original when contradictory:


(1) From the content: Is it suitable with the content of the paragraph and the chapter?


(2) From the value of the original: the more ancient or more authority is better.


9/ FORM CRITICISM (Các thể lọai): poems, stories, narratives, parables


- In order to recognize the author's intention, the reader must take into account the condition of their time and culture, the literary genres in use at that time, and the modes of feeling, speaking, and narrating than current. "For the fact is that the truth is differently presented and expressed in the various types of historical writing, in prophetical and poetical texts, and in other forms of literary expressions" (CCC, 110, DV12, 2).


- For Psalms: individual or congregation, thank or lamentation, special events or common events... 
Two distinct fields: 

(1) the study of literary forms used in various parts of the Bible (Literary genre)

(2) The study of the preliminary formation of certain parts of the Bible, particularly the Gospels (Formgeschichlich Methode).

Based Upon Three-fold thesis:

(1) A literary-critical thesis, that our Gospels are collections of small literary units bound together in an editorial setting that does not belong to the original units.

(2) A sociological thesis, that the primitive membra disjecta are the product of a collective folk activity in creating ‘forms’

(3) A historical-critical thesis, that there exists a close connection between the narrative type, the forms, and the circumstantial needs of the primitive community.

Methodology

The method consists in classifying the small units among a number of well-defined categories and then in establishing a normative principle by which the original tradition can be isolated in its “pure form” from the later accretions.

(1) Define the text – establish the limits of the unit

(2) Name the genre of the form

· Prose – myths, folk-tales, sagas, romances, historical narratives, legends

· Poetry – wisdom and prophetic oracles, secular lyric poetry, hymns.

(3) Search for the Sitz in Leben, the original social context

(4) Identify the purpose of the text, in its original, oral, stage and then when it was written.

(5) Hence the five questions: Who is speaking?  Who is the audience?  What is being said?  Where is it being said?  What is the purpose?

Descriptions and Examples of Major OT and NT Forms

1. Theophany manifestation of God in a sensory manner, particularly through awesome natural phenomena; a temporary appearance of God in visible form (not necessary material), in contrast to incarnation which is permanent union.

2. Call narrative: description of the calling of a particular character, particularly a prophet.

3. Woe oracle: prophetic form revealing future disaster, usually in punishment for a specific sin.

4. Oracle of salvation: prophetic form revealing God’s eventual saving action, often follows oracle of woe and is usually contingent upon repentance.

5. Pronouncement of judgment: prophetic form – because you have....therefore.....

6. Proverb: brief, traditional, often pithy expression of a truth of moral or practical character; a simple distich that illustrates particular rules of conduct.

7. Apothegm: terse, pointed saying embedded in a narrative upon which the point of the narrative depends.

8. Parable: from Greek: parabole, Hebrew: mashal. Apothegm or comparison, or allegory.  Metaphor drawn from nature or common life that causes the hearer to think about the point; a similitude drawn from nature or daily life, short narrative used to convey a spiritual meaning--neither an allegory wherein each aspect has a meaning nor a moral anecdote wherein meaning is explicitly presented

9. Hymn: psalmic form, a sung poem praising God, a call to praise or affirmation of praise

10. Lament: psalmic form, poem of sorrow, complaint, can be individual or communal. Addressed to God imploring help regarding current situation--often gives reasons why He should respond, and is often written in a confident tone, can include protestation of innocence, or confession of guilt

11. miracle story: narrative of God’s direct and special intervention in man’s affairs, an intervention that transcends the laws of nature

12. healing story: narrative of how one is able to heal another through more than natural means

13. letter: a personal correspondence between writer and intended reader(s), in contrast to epistle which is in the form of a letter but is intended for general publication

Strengths and Weaknesses

Strength:

Identification of forms and literary units in the sacred text can help identify the original author’s intent and thus clarify the literary sense.

Weaknesses:

1. The philosophical a priori’s (denial of the supernatural, immanent, the Hegelian idea of a community) of the originators of the method have so interlaced with the method itself that it is very difficult to disentangle the tools of the method from its philosophy. 

2. It ignores the real work of the evangelists and treats them as mere compilers

3. It wrongly assumes that “faith” does not care about historical truth.

4. It ignores the fact that the early Church was already highly and hierarchically organized.  It was not an amorphous mass.  Thus, it overemphasizes the input of the “community.”

5. It ignores the fact that the interest in the “pre-Paschal” Jesus was strong and present from the very beginning.

6. It ignores the well-documented fact that the eyewitness testimony (with everything that this word implies) was the basis for all evangelization in the early Church.

7. “Over particularization:”  Carried to its logical conclusion, each word, it not every syllable, would become a “form.”

Imagine an artificial limitation of the Sitz in Leben principle to post-paschal faith, rather than extending it to the pre-paschal life, activity, words, and milieu of Jesus.


10/ THE OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS OF THE CHURCH ON SCRIPTURE

(1) Divino Afflante Spiritu (1943): Pope Pius XII allowed the use of historical critical methods to study Scripture, the use of Hebrew and Greek instead of Latin only (DAS 5-7, 11-16).

(2) Dei Verbum (1965, Vat II):  emphasizes Scripture and Tradition, the unerring of Scripture, and the authority of the Church in interpreting Scripture (DV 6, 11-16, 21, 24).


(3) The Catholic Catechism (CCC 85-86, 121-133, 134-141): emphasizes one Scripture, Christ-centered: what is written about Christ is fulfilled by Him, inspiration by the Holy Spirit, the unerring of Scripture.

- The exegesis must pay attention first to the plan of salvation, to the unity between the Old and the New Testament: The OT prepares the way for the NT, and the NT fulfilled the OT; both enlighten each other and are the words of God.

- The Church reverends Scripture as reverence the Body and Blood of Christ, because both nourish and guide the life of Christians (CCC, 103).


(4) Historicity of the Gospel (1964): I-II


(5) Interpretation of the Bible in the Church by PBC (1993):



- The supreme authority of the Church in interpreting Scripture (CCC, 85-87)



- The role of the Tradition in interpretation Scripture.



- The new methods help to study and to explain Scripture.


- God communicates to men in human ways. He is the main cause, human is the secondary cause. God uses men as His instruments: "God is the author of Sacred Scripture because He inspired its human authors; He acts in them and by means of them. He thus gives assurance that their writings teach without error His saving truth" (CCC, 136, DV 11).



- In order to discover author's intention, readers need to pay attention to three things:



+ Conditions of time and culture



+ Literary devices used at that time



+ Ways to express feeling, ideas, and narrating then



- Study Scripture under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, who enlightens both the writer and readers; the preachers and the listeners (CCC, 111, DV 12, 3). Something needs to pay attention to:



* Pay special attention to the unity of the whole Scripture (CCC 112, Lk 24:25-27, 44-46).



* Study Scripture under the living Tradition of the Church: Church's Fathers and the Magisterial (CCC 113).



* Pay special attention to faith, the coherence between all truth of faith and of the mystery of salvation (CCC 114).
11/ THE CANON OF THE SCRIPTURE

The Canon is finalized and announced at the Trent Council in 1546.


(1) The Catholic canon has total of 73 volumes: 46 in the OT and 27 in the NT, is based on the Septuagint, which was used by Jesus Himself and the apostles (CCC, 120). Both OT and NT constituted the history of salvation.

+ The Old Testament: has eternal value, never been provoked. It is the endless treasure of the NT because it helps people to understand:


- The preparation of the coming of Christ

- The way God educates His people
 
- The supreme teachings of God

- The sapient treasure for human life


- The valuable treasure of prayers

- The hidden plan of salvation (CCC, 122).


- Be aware of Marcionism: The NT annihilated the OT!


+ The New Testament: fulfilled the OT.

- The Christ event: Incarnation - Passion and Death - Resurrection

- The revelation of the salvation plan 

- The center is the teachings of Christ in the four Gospels (CCC, 139, 124-125, DV 19).


- The teachings of St. Paul (DV 20).


(2) The Jewish canon (called Tanakh): has 24 volume (of course, OT only). They don't accept 7 Catholic volumes: Tobit, Judith, Baruch, Wisdom, Sirach, Maccabees I, II (deutero-canonical); and counts as one volume of Samuel, Kings, Chronicles, Nehemiah & Ezra, and the Minor Prophets.


(3) The Protestant canon: has 39 volumes as Jewish canon, but counts as two volumes of Samuel, Kings, Chronicles, Nehemiah & Ezra, and the minor prophets is counted separately (24+11+4=39).


(4) The Muslim: is not clear! They declare to accept both the OT and the NT; but when they find something they don't like, they discard them. The reason: either the Jews or the Catholics added on because they don't like them!

12/ DIFFERENT METHODS OF SCRITURAL EXEGESIS  

1. The Jewish interpretation:


- They use one periscope (paragraph) to explain other periscope. For example, St. Paul used Genesis to explain: because Abraham believes in God, he is justified (Rom, Gal).

- Targum and Midrash are the Jewish interpretation of Scripture.

- Strength:


(1) This is the way used by Jesus Himself, the apostles, and the evangelists.


(2) Pay attention to the unity of Scripture. 

(3) Also used by the Church's Fathers

(4) Help to understand the difficult periscope. 

- Weaknesses:


(1) The Messiah is not coming yet (they use only the OT).

(2) They based on tradition and the Law. 

(3) It is difficult to estimate the historical time of Jewish tradition. 
2. The interpretation of the Church's Fathers: 
3. The Catholic interpretation: The purpose is to discover the exact meaning of each periscope and to apply into the life of the Church to nourish and to renew all Christians. Doing exegesis is to analyze theology about the Trinity, Christology, and salvation in the limit of the periscope. One can use all the above methods in doing exegesis.

The difference between Jewish and Catholic exegesis is the Jewish exegesis aims the elect people and the way of life based on the written revelation and the oral tradition. The Catholic exegesis aims faith in Christ who is the Son of God, died, resurrected, and still acting in the Church.

Something needs to pay attention in doing exegesis:

1/ Must try to exegesis (read out) instead of eisegesis (read in).

2/ Choose a sufficient periscope: not too long or too short; for example, the daily or weekly readings in the Mass).

3/ Analyze every words, sentences, paragraphs, chapters, and the whole book. This is the way that many authors used to do the commentary for each book.

4/ Analyze according to the theme of the book: for example, the will of God in the Gospel of John. The exegesist will select all the verses which have the words "will of God;" and then analyze every sentence; and then summarize all what he found to point out what John wants to mean "the will of God." This is the way to write dissertation.

5/ Analyze according to the theme of many books: for example, Ecclesiology in the Synoptic. The exegesist find out the periscopes related to the theme in the Synoptic, analyzing them, and then summarizing them. This is also the way of doing dissertation.
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