DOGMA I, TRINITY
1/ THE EXISTENCE OF GOD


Problems in believing God: 


+ Q.1: There is a 7 yrs old boy who asks his mother: "Who is there when God created the world to write an account of the creation?" The mother was puzzled by the question; she does not know how to answer his question.


+ Q.2: Nobody has seen God; therefore, there is no God. I only believe when I see Him.


One believes in many ways:



(1) By seeing (the lowest level) as St. Thomas, the apostle.



(2) By seeing the result: One can't see electricity, but one would not dare to touch the electrical outlet. Nature reveals God.


(3) By reasoning: based on all the facts, one can draw out the conclusion.



(4) By experience: if it happens in the same condition, it will happen again.



(5) By witnesses: The words of two or three witnesses are enough to prove one's guilty or innocence. All of the courts rely on witnesses. We learn by accepting words of our parents, teachers, and good people, are true.


(6) By trusting in the position of the speaker: parents, teachers, pastors, historians.


+ A.1: God could tell Adam how He created the world, and Adam retold it to his sons, and so on. This is what we call oral tradition. The author of Genesis could observe what happens in the nature, reasoned about them, and under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, he wrote the Book. It can also be the combination of many ways.

+ A.2: Seeing to believing in God is the lowest way. The existence of God is so obvious in nature and to reason that Isaiah said people who denies God are worse than ox and ass: "The ox knows its owner, and the ass its master's crib; but Israel does not know, my people does not understand" (Isa 1:3).

1.1/ God reveals His existence in nature: 



1.1.1/ By seeing the result: Nature reveals God's glory (Rom 1:18-20).


1.1.2/ By reasoning and experience: The 5 ways to prove God's existence according to St. Thomas (ST I, Q1, A3).


(1) The principle of motion: What is moving must be moved by other. For example, the arrow is moved by the archer. Things move from potential to action. The world is set in constantly motion; who moves it? We call Him God.


(2) The principle of the efficient cause: If there is an effect, then there is a cause; if someone denies the cause, he must deny the effect. For ex, the table and the carpenter, the fire and the smoke. The world exists, who creates it? God is the first cause, the Creator of the world.


(3) The principle of necessity and possibility: Something exists due to the possibility; something exists due to the necessity. For ex, the house, the table, the chair...   can be present or absent; but if they are present, there must be a builder or a carpenter. The One who exists due to the necessity is God. He must exist before He creates the world.


(4) The degree of perfection: In life, we see different degrees in things. For ex, there are smaller, greater, and the greatest; the average, better, and the best... 

The greatest one, the most perfect one, we call Him God.


(5) God's providence: All creation seems to be oriented to a goal. For ex, to be born --> to grow up --> to bear fruit --> to die. There must be the One who orients all creatures to their goals.


1.1.3/ By seeing the result: Human body proves God's existence: 

+ brain: as the best computer; brain never runs out of memory. 

+ eyes: as the best camera; eyes take picture quicker than camera.  

+ ears: as the best recorder; ears can discard what one doesn't want to listen.

+ heart: as the best available machine; heart can last longer than any human machine...

Put all these together in a single product; one can't say "It is accidental!" Still more, human body doesn't need electricity to operate. To say human being is accidentally existed, is absurd!

1.2/ God reveals Himself in the Scripture: There were many authors who wrote 73 Books of Scripture, through a period of 1,000 years. It is unbelievable that they are agreed with each other mostly on doctrinal points. To know Scripture is to know God


1.3/ Lives of saints reveal God:


- The lives of Jesus' apostles before and after His death revealed Jesus' resurrection.


- The lives of the martyrs and the saints through out ages illustrated their faith in God.
2/ THE CREED (C 185-188)


2.1/ The content: What the Church teaches us to believe (Credo = I believe). The first confession of faith is made during one's baptism. The Creed is necessary because communion in faith needs a common language of faith, normative for all and uniting all in the same confession of faith (C 185)


- The Creed is based on Scripture and Tradition.


- Most of formulated articles in the Creed were resulted from attacks of heresies.



- The Creed is needed to hand over what the Church believes to catechumen and younger generation.



- A Catholic must believe the entire Creed; one cannot pick and choose what one likes.


2.2/ The history:



(1) The Apostle's Creed: A formula containing in brief statements, or "articles," the fundamental tenets of Christian belief, and having for its authors, according to tradition, the Twelve Apostles. Throughout the Middle Ages it was generally believed that the Apostles, on the day of Pentecost, while still under the direct inspiration of the Holy Ghost, composed our present Creed between them, each of the Apostles contributing one of the twelve articles (C 194).


(2) Nicene Creed (325 AD) or Nicene-Constantinople Creed (381 AD): The Creed we use now. As approved in amplified form at the Council of Constantinople (381), it is the profession of the Christian Faith common to the Catholic Church, to all the Eastern Churches separated from Rome, and to most of the Protestant denominations (C 195).
3/ THE MYSTERY OF THE MOST HOLY TRINITY (C 232-237)

- one of the most important mysteries of the Church.


- can never be known if not revealed by God.


- is only clear with the revelation of Jesus Christ.


3.1/ In Scripture:

A. Old Testament: not very clear


- God is called the Father because He is the Creator (Deut 32:6, Mal 2:10); because He made the Covenant and gave the Law to Israel (Exo 4:22). He is the Father of the poor and the oppressed (2 Sam 7:14, Psa 68:6).


- The three guests of Abraham (Gen 18)


B. New Testament: clear (Mt 28:19)


- Father revealed the Son at Jesus' Baptism and at the Transfiguration: "This is my beloved Son, listen to him.'' The Holy Spirit descended upon Jesus as a dove at His Baptism.


- Christ revealed the Father as the One who loves the world so much that He gives His Only Begotten Son, so that everyone who believes in Him will have eternal life (Jn 3:16). Many times, Jesus refers to the Father as "the One who sent Him" (Jn 5:30, 6:38). Jesus revealed the Father by His relationship to the Son (Mt 11:27) (C 238-242).


- Christ revealed the Holy Spirit as the Paraclete (Jn 14 14:17, 26, 16:7, 13), the Spirit of Truth (Jn 15:26). (C 243-248)


- Jesus is the image of the invisible God (Col 1:15) and the radiance of the glory of God (Heb 1:3).


3.2/ In theology (relation): refers to the mystery of God's inmost life within the Blessed Trinity. 

- The Son is consubstantial to the Father (Nicea). At the Const. Council (381), the Church adds: "The only-begotten Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, light from light, true God from true God, begotten not made, consubstantial with the Father." (C 249-256). 


3.3/ In the economy of salvation: refers to all the works by which God reveals Himself and communicates His life. Each person has the particular job to do (C 257-267).


- The Father: Creator, Providence



- The Son: Redeemer



- The Holy Spirit: Sanctifier

3.4/ In the creation (C 290-292): God created the world through the Word (Jn 1:1-3). When the Father sends His Word, He also sends His Breath; they are distinct but inseparable.


- In both Greek and Hebrew, there is only one word for both breath/air/wind and the Holy Spirit: pneuma in Greek; ruah in Hebrew. God made human being to live by breathing air in his nostrils; and when He withdraws his breath, he dies.

3.5/ In our proclamation: when we do the sign of the Cross, we proclaim the mystery of the Trinity: "one God, three persons."


3.6/ In bringing out faith: God provides opportunity and grace, Christ preaches the Good News, and the Holy Spirit enlighten human mind to accept and to believe in Christ.
In shorts:


- We can separate the Trinity to learn about each person; but we can't talk about one person without mentioning the others.


- When we have one, we have all three; and when we don't have one, we don't have all three. St. Paul said: Nobody can believe Christ without the guiding of the Holy Spirit (I Cor 12:3); and no one can believe in God without the help of the Holy Spirit (Gal 4:6). St. John says: If anyone keeps my commandments, my Father and I will come and dwell in that person.

4/ THE CREATION (C 279-301)

Questions about life:


- Where do we come from?


- Where are we going?


- What is our origin?


- What is our end?


- Where does everything that exists come from and where is it going?

4.1/ The world were created for the glory of God.


- Not according to "Big Bang" theory


- Not according to "evolution" theory



- Not by the devil as some Greek's philosophers



- Not by accident, nor by blind chance (C 295)


- God created all things by measure, number, and weight (Wis 11:20b)


- Creation ex nihilo (out of nothing) (C 296-297)


- Creation from God's wisdom and goodness (C 295)

4.2/ All things are in heaven and on earth


4.2.1/ Things are in heaven: the angels (not the HS, C 325-336)



+ That the angels were created was laid down in the Fourth Lateran Council (1215).



+ They are creatures: pure spiritual, do not have a body, have intellectual and freewill. They are higher than human beings (have a body, (Psalm 8:6)). St. Thomas reasoned they must be created before human beings and the world, but not from eternal.



+ Nine order of angels, divided by three degrees according to their offices and actions:




(1) Archangels, angels, principalities





(2) Dominations, virtues, powers





(3) Thrones, cherubim, seraphim


St. Paul has furnished us with two other lists of names of the heavenly cohorts. He tells us (Ephesians 1:21) that Christ is raised up "above all principality, and power, and virtue, and dominion"; and, writing to the Colossians (1:16), he says: "In Him were all things created in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominations, or principalities or powers."


The following passages from St. Gregory the Great (Hom. 34, In Evang.) will give us a clear idea of the view of the Church's doctors on the point: 

We know on the authority of Scripture that there are nine orders of angels, viz., Angels, Archangels, Virtues, Powers, Principalities, Dominations, Throne, Cherubim and Seraphim. That there are Angels and Archangels nearly every page of the Bible tells us, and the books of the Prophets talk of Cherubim and Seraphim. St. Paul, too, writing to the Ephesians enumerates four orders when he says: ''above all Principality, and Power, and Virtue, and Domination;'' and again, writing to the Colossians he says: ''whether Thrones, or Dominations, or Principalities, or Powers.'' If we now join these two lists together we have five Orders, and adding Angels and Archangels, Cherubim and Seraphim, we find nine Orders of Angels. 

St. Thomas (Summa Theologica I:108), following St. Denis (De Coelesti Hierarchia, vi, vii), divides the angels into three hierarchies each of which contains three orders. Their proximity to the Supreme Being serves as the basis of this division. In the first hierarchy he places the Seraphim, Cherubim, and Thrones; in the second, the Dominations, Virtues, and Powers; in the third, the Principalities, Archangels, and Angels. The only Scriptural names furnished of individual angels are Raphael, Michael, and Gabriel, names which signify their respective attributes. Apocryphal Jewish books, such as the Book of Enoch, supply those of Uriel and Jeremiel, while many are found in other apocryphal sources.




+ Three archangels mentioned in Scripture: 



(1) Raphael (God heals) is mentioned in the Book of Tobit, 



(2) Gabriel (God's strength) is mentioned in the Annunciation by Luke. 



(3) Michael (the one likes God) is mentioned in the Revelation.




+ Their tasks: 

- To praise God day and night; 

- God's messengers convey needs of people to God and bring God's help to people. 

- God governs the world by means of His angels. The angels of the Scripture generally appear in the role of God's messengers to mankind. They are His instruments by whom He communicates His will to men.

- The Semites clearly felt that all the orderly harmony of the universe, as well as interruptions of that harmony, were due to God as their originator, but were carried out by His ministers. This view is strongly marked in the "Book of Jubilees" where the heavenly host of good and evil angels is every interfering in the material universe.

- We have already seen how (Daniel 10:12-21) various districts are allotted to various angels who are termed their princes, and the same feature reappears still more markedly in the Apocalyptic "angels of the seven churches", though it is impossible to decide what is the precise signification of the term. These seven Angels of the Churches are generally regarded as being the Bishops occupying these sees. St. Gregory Nazianzen in his address to the Bishops at Constantinople twice terms them "Angels", in the language of the Apocalypse.




+ Guardian angels: each human being has one guardian angel to protect in our life. This doctrine receives its complement in our Savior's words: "See that you despise not one of these little ones; for I say to you that their angels in Heaven always see the face of My Father Who is in Heaven" (Matthew 18:10). St. Jerome in his commentary on the above words of our Lord says: "The dignity of a soul is so great, that each has a guardian angel from its birth." The general doctrine that the angels are our appointed guardians is considered to be a point of faith, but that each individual member of the human race has his own individual guardian angel is not of faith.



+ Fallen angels: the ones who sinned, because they have freedom. Lucifer is previously the angel of light.


The distinction of good and bad angels constantly appears in the Bible, but it is instructive to note that there is no sign of any dualism or conflict between two equal principles, one good and the other evil. The conflict depicted is rather that waged on earth between the Kingdom of God and the Kingdom of the Evil One, but the latter's inferiority is always supposed. 




+ Satan is frequently mentioned in Scripture: Satan is called the adversary who pleads before the Lord against Jesus the High Priest. Isaiah 14 and Ezekiel 28 are for the Fathers the center places regarding the fall of Satan (cf. Tertullian, Against Marcion 2.10); and Our Lord Himself has given color to this view by using the imagery of the latter passage when saying to His Apostles: "I saw Satan like lightning falling from heaven" (Luke 10:18).

- In New Testament times the idea of the two spiritual kingdoms is clearly established. The devil is a fallen angel who in his fall has drawn multitudes of the heavenly host in his train. 

- Our Lord terms him "the Prince (Ruler) of this world" (John 14:30). 

- He is the tempter of the human race and tries to involve them in his fall (Mt 25:41; 2 Pet 2:4; Eph 6:12 (3 enemies); 2 Cor 11:14, 12:7). 

- Christian imagery of the devil as the dragon is mainly derived from the Apocalypse (9:11-15 and 12:7-9), where he is termed "the angel of the bottomless pit," "the dragon," "the old serpent," etc., and is represented as having actually been in combat with Archangel Michael.



4.2.2/ Things are on earth: the visible world

4.3/ Human beings (C 337-354)


- Man is made in the image of God (C 355-361)


- Man is composed by body and soul. Genesis uses symbolic language to describe the creation of man, because God has no hands to form human body from clay (C 362-368)


- Male and female He created them. Both are equally (C 369-373)


- God wants us to share in His divine life, love, and perfect happiness.


- God created the first human beings in a state of holiness and original justice. In God's design, human beings were intended to live free of suffering and death, in harmony with self, others, and creation (C 374-384).

5/ DIVINE PROVIDENCE

5.1/ Everything depends upon God at every moment (C 293-301)


- Some believes God created the universe but left it to itself.


- God upholds them at every moment, sustains them in being, enables hem to act, and brings them to their final end.



- Recognizing these will help people to have joy and confidence in God (Wis 11:24-26, C 301).


5.2/ Creation are good, but are not perfect yet. The way God watches over and guides the universe toward its perfect goal is called Divine Providence (C 302-305)

5.3/ God controls all the power of this world: Our God is in the heaven, He does whatever He pleases (Psa 115:3). So as with Christ: He opens no one shall shut; he shuts no one shall open (Rev 3:7).


- The power of devils



- The power of nature



- The power or death



- The political power (Israel, Assyria, Babylon, Persian in the Books of Prophets)

5.4/ The way God wants people to co-operate with Him (C 306-308)



- God is the first cause, the sovereign master of His plan.


- Human is the secondary cause (they have freedom to say yes or no). God wants creature to cooperate with Him, to act on their own in bringing out the best result.

5.5/ The mystery of suffering: Why God let suffering happen to mankind?


- To express His love: God so loved the world that He gave them His only Son (Jn 3:16).


- To make one to recognize love; and then, to love in return.



- If not through suffering, men will become insensitive and indifferent.



- To bring out salvation: God is both merciful and just (as two wings of a bird and two feet of a human being).


- Giving up one's own will and carrying one's cross are two conditions to become Christ's disciple.



- The Cross is a scandal to the Jews and a stumbling block for the Greek and for many people. Peter offered his advice to Jesus; in turn, Jesus called him Satan!


- But to one who has faith, the Cross is divine wisdom, love, and strength.
6/ THE HOLY SPIRIT (C 683-747)

Holy Spirit is the third person of the Trinity



- H.S. is consubstantial with the Father and the Son


- 


A. Old Testament (C 702-716)


- At Creation: Spirit is the Breath of God, making creature to live.


- God's theophany to Moses in the vision of the Burning Bush (Exo 3:1-3). One of the Church's Fathers has used this to explain the virginity of the Blessed Mother Mary.


- Ezekiel' vision of dry bones (Eze 37:8-10)



- Zechariah's prophecy of your future children will be full of the H.S. (Zech 12:10).

B. New Testament (C 692-693)


- H.S. descended upon Jesus at His Baptism to anoint Him.


- Baptize in water (to purify sins) and baptize in the H.S. (to sanctify) (C 717-720)



- Jesus revealed the HS to His disciples.


- He sends the H.S. upon His disciples from the Cross and when He appeared to them (C 689-690).


- H.S. descended upon the Apostles at the Pentecost (Acts 2)


6.1/ Different names or symbols of the HS (C 694-701)



- Fire: He descended as the tongues of fire upon Jesus' disciples at the Pentecost (Acts 2:2).


- Wind (Acts 2:3): Jesus' conversation with Nicodemus (Jn 3:8).


- Dove: at Jesus' Baptism (Mt 3:16, Mk 1:10, Lk 3:22, Jn 1:32)


- Seal: is a symbol close to that of anointing, to signify what is real. The Father has set His seal on Christ (Jn 6:27) and also seals us in Him (Eph 1:13, 4:30). 



- Anointing at Baptism: The baptized is anointing with Chrism oil.


- Cloud and Light are two connected symbols which symbolize the manifestation of the H.S. to Moses and to the Israelites during the Exodus; and at the Transfiguration, the cloud came and overshadowed Jesus; and at the ascension and at the Second Coming of Jesus.


- Truth: Jesus reveals the H.S as the Spirit of Truth (Jn 15:26). (C 243-248)


- Paraclete/Consoler: Jesus reveals the H.S as the Paraclete (Jn 14 14:17, 26, 16:7, 13).

6.2/ In the mystery of the Incarnation:



- Mary is conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit (C 695, 721-726)

6.3/ In the Inspiration to write Scripture:


6.4/ In the life of Christians:



- To remind us what Christ said



- To help us to understand the meaning



- To lead us to the whole truth (Jn 16:13)


- To help us to pray (Rom 8:26, C 741)



- H.S. is God's love to us (Rom 5:5). Due to this kind of love, we can fulfill Christ's commandment of love.



- 7 gifts of the H.S. are what we take in: wisdom, understanding, counsel knowledge, fortitude, piety, fear of the Lord (Isa 11:1-2, C 1831). 


- 12 fruits of the H.S. are what we give out: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, generosity, self-control, modesty, chastity (Gal 5:22-23, C 1832)

6.4/ In the life of the Church (C 731-747)



- The Church's mission is the continuation of Christ's and the H.S' mission (C 737-8).



- H.S. in the liturgy: sacraments and prayers (C 740). Through the Church's sacraments, Christ communicates His holy and sanctifying Spirit to the members of His Body (C 739)


- H.S. gives everyone different gifts, and assigns different functions for the up building of the Church. 

7/ THE FALL and THE PLAN OF SALVATION


7.1/ The Fall (Gen 3): the original sin (C 385-421). Genesis uses symbolic language to describe the original sin.


- The command of God: Don't eat that fruit or you will die! (Gen 2:17)



- The temptation of the devil: You will not die, but you will be like gods knowing good and evil (Gen 3:5). This assumes the fall of some angels (Lucifer and his angels).


- The first sin of pride and of disobedience: Eve ate it, and gave to Adam to eat.



- The result: human beings have to suffer and to die.



- The promise: I will put the enmity between you and the woman, between your offspring and her offspring (Gen 3:15). "You did not abandon him to the power of death."

7.2/ The Plan of Salvation (Jn 6:35-40)



- The Father: is the Designer of the Plan.


- The Son: the Revealer and the One who brings the plan to perfection.


- The Holy Spirit: helps people to understand and to believe in Christ.


- People: have freedom to believe or deny Christ.


- The purpose of the Plan: to bring salvation to human beings.


- The condition to have eternal life: to believe in Christ.
8/ THE PROBLEM OF EVIL (C 309-324)


8.1/ God creates everything good, but not perfection



- Perfection is a progress, a combination of God's grace and human effort.

8.2/ God let physical evil happens as oppose to good (C 310)



- Physical evil helps to bring out the goodness on people, help them to reach the perfection.

8.3/ Moral evils are from human, not from God (C 311-312)

8.4/ Why did God not create a perfect world from the beginning, by forcing everyone to do His will? (C 313-324)



- God wants human to co-operate to bring out the perfection.


- Human freedom: God cannot give freedom and force human against their will.



- Love can't be forced.



- Perfection will be achieved in heaven.

9/ ESCHATOLOGY: THE FOUR LAST THINGS


9.1/ Death: What immediately happens after one's death? (C 1033-1037) 



- Personal judgment: is happened right after one's death. This determines one will go to heaven, or hell, or purgatory (C 1035).

9.2/ Resurrection of the body (C 988-1019)


- As Jesus rose from the dead, we will also rise from the dead (I Cor 15:12-14).

9.3/ Final/Universal judgment (C 1038-1041): It happens right after the resurrection of the bodies (Jn 5:28-29, Mt 15, C 1038).

9.4/ Heaven or Hell (C 1020-1021):



- The eternal life: eternal happiness with God (C 1020-1029)



- The hell: eternal separation from God (C 1034-5)


9.5/ The Purgatory (C 1030-1032)



- All who die in God's grace and friendship, but still imperfectly purified will go to the purgatory.


- They are indeed assured of their eternal salvation; but they need to be purified, so that to achieve the holiness necessary to enter the heaven.



- The Church formulated her doctrine of faith on Purgatory at the Councils of Trent and Florence.



- This faith is based on Judas Maccabeus made atonement for the dead, that they might be delivered from their sins (2 Mac 12:45).


9.6/ The new heaven and new earth (C 1042-1060)



- After the universal judgment, the righteous will reign forever with Christ, glorified in body and soul. The universe itself will be renewed (Eph 1:10, 2 Pet 3:13).



- It will be the definitive realization of God's plan to bring under a single head "all things in Christ, things in heaven and things on earth" (Eph 1:10).


- In this new universe, the heavenly Jerusalem, God will dwell among men: "He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning nor crying nor pain any more, for the former things have passed away" (Rev 21:4).
10/ HERESIES AGAINST THE MYSTERY OF THE TRINITY and AGAINST ESCHATOLOGY

10.1/ The Son is less than the Father. 



- The Son has a body, not a pure being.


- The Son is adopted by the Father.


10.2/ Universal salvation (Apokastasis)



- Salvation is for everybody


- There is no hell!
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