MORAL THEOLOGY II
The Law, the Holy Spirit, and Grace

Called to beatitude but wounded by sin, man stands in need of salvation from God. Divine help comes to him in Christ through the law that guides him and the grace that sustains him.

1/ THE LAW


1.1/ Definition: Law is an ordinance of reason for the common good, promulgated by the one who is in charge of the community" (St. Thomas Aquinas, ST I-II, 90, 4).

+ According to Scripture, the law is a fatherly instruction by God which prescribes for man the ways that lead to the promised beatitude, and denounces the ways of evil (C 1975).

1.2/ The necessity of the law:


+ Law is the "moral informer:" It tells people what is good and what is evil (Rom 7:7).

+ Law is needed to protect individual, community, and society. It helps to bring harmony to community and society.


1.3/ Three kinds of law



1.3.1/ Divine law: is law revealed from God. The Ten Commandments, the Beatitudes, and the New Law are the examples of divine laws. Divine laws are immutable.


1.3.2/ Natural law: is a participation in God's wisdom and goodness by man formed in the image of his Creator. It expresses the dignity of the human person and forms the basis of his fundamental rights and duties (C 1978).

+ The natural law is immutable, permanent throughout history. The rules that express it remain substantially valid. It is a necessary foundation for the erection of moral rules and civil law (C 1979).

+ The most basic natural law: Do good and avoid evil.


1.3.3/ Human law: is law promulgated by human beings, such as civil or ecclesiastical leaders. This law can be changed.
	2/ TEN COMMANDMENTS

	 
	JUDAISM
	St. AUGUSTINE
(Catholics and Lutherans)
	ORIGEN
(Orthodox and
Protestants
	SEPTUAGINT

	1
	I am the Lord thy God who have brought thee out of the house of bondage.
	I am the Lord thy God and thou shall not have any strange gods before me.
	I am the Lord thy God and thou shall not have other gods besides me.
	I am the Lord thy God, who brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. Thou shall have no other gods beside me.

	2
	Thou shall have no other gods besides me.
	Thou shall not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain.
	Thou shall not make for thyself any graven image.
	Thou shall not make to thyself an idol

	3
	Thou shall not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain.
	Remember to keep holy the Lord's Day.
	Thou shall not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain.
	Thou shall not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain

	4
	Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it holy.
	Honor thy Father and Mother.
	Remember the Lord's Day to keep it holy.
	Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy.

	5
	Honor thy Father and Mother.
	Thou shall not kill.
	Honor thy Father and Mother.
	Honor thy father and thy mother.

	6
	Thou shall not murder.
	Thou shall not commit adultery.
	Thou shall not kill.
	Thou shall not adulterate.

	7
	Thou shall not commit adultery.
	Thou shall not steal.
	Thou shall not commit adultery.
	Thou shall not steal.

	8
	Thou shall not steal.
	Thou shall not bear false witness against thy neighbor.
	Thou shall not steal.
	Thou shall not kill.

	9
	Thou shall not bear false witness against thy neighbor.
	Thou shall not covet thy neighbor's wife.
	Thou shall not bear false witness against thy neighbor.
	Thou shall not bear false witness against thy neighbor.

	10
	Thou shall not covet.
	Thou shall not covet thy neighbor's goods.
	
	



2.1/ I am the Lord thy God and thou shall not have any strange gods before me.
A. OBLIGATIONS:


+ You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul and with all you strength" (Deut 6:5).

+ The first commandment summons man to be believe in God, to hope in him, and to love him above all else.


+ Adoring God, praying to him, offering him the worship that belongs to him, fulfilling the promises and vows made to him are acts of the virtue of religion which fall under obedience to the first commandment.

+ The veneration of sacred images is based on the mystery of the Incarnation of the Word of God. It is not contrary to the first commandment. 
B. SINS AGAINST:


+ Faith: Voluntary doubt, incredulity, heresy

+ Hope: Despair, presumption


+ Love: Indifference, ingratitude, lukewarmness, acedia, hatred of God


+ Superstition is a departure from the worship that we give to the true God. It is manifested in idolatry, as well as in various forms of divination and magic.

+ Tempting God in words or deeds, sacrilege, and simony are sins of irreligion forbidden by the first commandment.


+ Atheism is a sin against the first commandment, since it rejects or denies the existence of God.

2.2/ Thou shall not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain.

A. OBLIGATIONS:

+ The second commandment prescribes respect for the Lord's name. Like the first commandment, it belongs to the virtue of religion and more particularly it governs our use of speech in sacred matters (C 2142).

B. SINS AGAINST:

+ The second commandment forbids every improper use of God's name. Blasphemy is the use of the name of God, of Jesus Christ, of the Virgin Mary, and of the saints in an offensive way (C 2162).

+ False oaths call on God to be witness to a lie. Perjury is a grave offense against the Lord who is always faithful to his promises (C 2163).

+ Do not swear whether by the Creator, or any creature, except truthfully, of necessity, and with reverence" (St. Ignatius of Loyola, Spiritual Exercises, 38).

2.3/ Remember to keep holy the Lord's Day.

A. OBLIGATIONS:


+ The Sabbath, which represented the completion of the first creation, has been replaced by Sunday which recalls the new creation inaugurated by the Resurrection of Christ.

+ Sunday . . . is to be observed as the foremost holy day of obligation in the universal Church" (CIC, can. 1246 § 1). "On Sundays and other holy days of obligation the faithful are bound to participate in the Mass" (CIC, can. 1247).

+ On Sundays and other holy days of obligation the faithful are bound. . . to abstain from those labors and business concerns which impede the worship to be rendered to God, the joy which is proper to the Lord's Day, or the proper relaxation of mind and body" (CIC, can. 1247). 


+ The institution of Sunday helps all "to be allowed sufficient rest and leisure to cultivate their familial, cultural, social, and religious lives" (GS 67, # 3).

B. SINS AGAINST: 

+ Skips or is too late for Sunday Mass.

+ Every Christian should avoid making unnecessary demands on others that would hinder them from observing the Lord's Day (C 2195).

2.4/ Honor thy Father and Mother.

A. OBLIGATIONS:


+ According to the fourth commandment, God has willed that, after him, we should honor our parents and those whom he has vested with authority for our good.

+ The conjugal community is established upon the covenant and consent of the spouses. Marriage and family are ordered to the good of the spouses, to the procreation and the education of children (C 2249).

+ The well-being of the individual person and of both human and Christian society is closely bound up with the healthy state of conjugal and family life" (GS 47, #1).

+ Children owe their parents respect, gratitude, just obedience, and assistance. Filial respect fosters harmony in all of family life (C 2251).

+ Parents have the first responsibility for the education of their children in the faith, prayer, and all the virtues. They have the duty to provide as far as possible for the physical and spiritual needs of their children (C 2252).

+ Parents should respect and encourage their children's vocations. They should remember and teach that the first calling of the Christian is to follow Jesus (C 2253).

B. SINS AGAINST:


+ Disobey or disrespect one's parents. 

+ Don't take care or don't visit them when they are old.

2.5/ Thou shall not kill.

A. OBLIGATIONS:


+ "In (God's) hand is the life of every living thing and the breath of all mankind" (Job 12:10). The right of life belongs to God.

+ Every human life, from the moment of conception until death, is sacred because the human person has been willed for its own sake in the image and likeness of the living and holy God (C 2319).  
B. SINS AGAINST:


+ Murder: The murder of a human being is gravely contrary to the dignity of the person and the holiness of the Creator. The prohibition of murder does not abrogate the right to render an unjust aggressor unable to inflict harm. Legitimate defense is a grave duty for whoever is responsible for the lives of others or the common good (C 2320-21).


+ Abortion: Form its conception, the child has the right to life. Direct abortion, that is, abortion willed as an end or as a means, is a "criminal" practice (GS 27 § 3), gravely contrary to the moral law. The Church imposes the canonical penalty of excommunication for this crime against human life (C 2322). 

+ Euthanasia: Intentional euthanasia, whatever its forms or motives, is murder. It is gravely contrary to the dignity of the human person and to the respect due to the living God, his Creator (C 2324).

+ Suicide: is seriously contrary to justice, hope, and charity. It is forbidden by the fifth commandment (C 2325).

+ Scandal is a grave offense when by deed or omission it deliberately leads others to sin (C 2326).

+ War: Because of the evils and injustices that all war brings with it, we must do everything reasonably possible to avoid it (C 2327).     

2.6/ Thou shall not commit adultery.
A. OBLIGATIONS:


+ Love is the fundamental and innate vocation of every human being" (FC 11).

+ By creating the human being man and woman, God gives personal dignity equally to the one and the other. Each of them, man and woman, should acknowledge and accept his sexual identity (C 2393).


+ Christ is the model of chastity. Every baptized person is called to lead a chaste life, each according to his particular state of life (C 2394).


+ Chastity means the integration of sexuality within the person. It includes an apprenticeship in self-mastery (C 2395).

+ Fecundity is a good, a gift and an end of marriage. By giving life, spouses participate in God's fatherhood (C 2398).

B. SINS AGAINST:


+ Among the sins gravely contrary to chastity are masturbation, fornication, pornography, and homosexual practices (C 2396).

+ Divorce: The covenant which spouses have freely entered into entails faithful love. It imposes on them the obligation to keep their marriage indissoluble (C 2397).

+ Contraception, sterilization: The regulation of births represents one of the aspects of responsible fatherhood and motherhood. Legitimate intentions on the part of the spouses do not justify recourse to morally unacceptable means (for example, direct sterilization or contraception) (C 2399).

+ Adultery, divorce, polygamy, and free union are grave offenses against the dignity of marriage (C 2400).

2.7/ Thou shall not steal.

A. OBLIGATIONS:


+ The seventh commandment enjoins the practice of justice and charity in the administration of earthly goods and the fruits of men's labor (C 2451).

+ The goods of creation are destined for the entire human race. The right to private property does not abolish the universal destination of goods (C 2452).

B. SINS AGAINST:


+ Theft: is the usurpation of another's goods against the reasonable will of the owner (C 2453).

+ Every manner of taking and using another's property unjustly is contrary to the seventh commandment. The injustice committed requires reparation. Commutative justice requires the restitution of stolen goods (C 2454).

+ The moral law forbids acts which, for commercial or totalitarian purposes, lead to the enslavement of human beings, or to their being bought, sold or exchanged like merchandise (C 2455).

+ The dominion granted by the Creator over the mineral, vegetable, and animal resources of the universe cannot be separated from respect for moral obligations, including those toward generations to come (C 2456).

+ Animals are entrusted to man's stewardship; he must show them kindness. They may be used to serve the just satisfaction of man's needs (C 2457).


2.8/ Thou shall not bear false witness against thy neighbor.

A. OBLIGATIONS:


+ Truth or truthfulness is the virtue which consists in showing oneself true in deeds and truthful in words, and guarding against duplicity, dissimulation, and hypocrisy (C 2505).

+ The Christian is not to "be ashamed of testifying to our Lord" (2 Tim 1:8) in deed and word. Martyrdom is the supreme witness given to the truth of the faith (C 2506).

+ The golden rule helps one discern, in concrete situations, whether or not it would be appropriate to reveal the truth to someone who asks for it (C 2510).
B. SINS AGAINST:


+ Calumny: Respect for the reputation and honor of persons forbids all detraction and calumny in word or attitude (C 2507).

+ Lying: consists in saying what is false with the intention of deceiving the neighbor who has the right to the truth (C 2508).

+ An offense committed against the truth requires reparation (C 2509).

+ The sacramental seal is inviolable" (CIC, can. 983 # 1). Professional secrets must be kept. Confidences prejudicial to another are not to be divulged (C 2511).


2.9/ Thou shall not covet thy neighbor's wife.

A. OBLIGATIONS:


+ Purity of heart will enable us to see God: it enables us even now to see things according to God (C 2531).

+ The struggle against carnal lust involves purifying the heart and practicing temperance (C 2530).

+ Purification of the heart demands prayer, the practice of chastity, purity of intention and of vision (C 2532).

+ Purity of heart requires the modesty which is patience, decency, and discretion. Modesty protects the intimate center of the person (C 2533).

B. SINS AGAINST:


+ Everyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart" (Mt 5:28).


+ The ninth commandment warns against lust or carnal concupiscence (C 2529).


2.10/ Thou shall not covet thy neighbor's goods.

A. OBLIGATIONS:


+ The baptized person combats envy through good-will, humility, and abandonment to the providence of God (C 2554).

+ Detachment from riches is necessary for entering the Kingdom of heaven. "Blessed are the poor in spirit" (C 2556).
B. SINS AGAINST:


+ Avarice: The tenth commandment forbids avarice arising from a passion for riches and their attendant power (C 2552).

+ Envy: is sadness at the sight of another's goods and the immoderate desire to have them for oneself. It is a capital sin (C 2553). 
3/ THE OLD AND NEW LAW 


3.1/ The Old Law: is the first stage of revealed law. Its moral prescriptions are summed up in the Ten Commandments (C 1980)

+ The Law of Moses contains many truths naturally accessible to reason. God has revealed them because men did not read them in their hearts (C 1981).

+ The Old law is a preparation for the Gospel (C 1982).


3.2/ The New Law: The Beatitudes, the Law of Love, of Spirit, of Gospel.

+ The New law is the grace of the Holy Spirit received by faith in Christ, operating through charity. It finds expression above all in the Lord's Sermon on the Mount and uses the sacraments to communicate grace to us (C 1983).

+ The Law of the Gospel fulfills and surpasses the Old Law and brings it to perfection: its promises, through the Beatitudes of the Kingdom of heaven; its commandments, by reforming the heart, the root of human acts (C 1984).

+ The New Law is a law of love, a law of grace, a law of freedom.

+ Besides its precepts the New Law includes the evangelical counsels. "The Church's holiness is fostered in a special way by the manifold counsels which the Lord proposes to His disciples in the Gospel" (LG 42, # 2).

4/ GRACES


4.1/ Definition: Grace is the help God gives us to respond to our vocation of becoming His adopted sons. It introduces us into the intimacy of the Trinitarian life (C 2021).


4.2/ Grace and Freedom: The divine initiative in the work of grace precedes, prepares, and elicits the free response of man. Grace responds to the deepest yearnings of human freedom, calls freedom to cooperate with it, and perfects freedom (C 2022). For example, the image of a sailing boat: grace likes the wind which co-operate with human effort to bring the boat to a safe harbor.

4.3/ Sanctifying grace: is the gratuitous gift of His life that God makes to us; it is infused by the Holy Spirit into the soul to heal it of sin and to sanctify it (C 2023). Sanctifying grace makes us "pleasing to God."


4.2/ Special graces: Charisms, special graces of the Holy Spirit, are oriented to sanctifying grace and are intended for the common good of the Church. God also acts through many actual graces, to be distinguished from habitual grace which is permanent in us (C 2024).
5/ JUSTIFICATION


5.1/ Definition: Justification is to make someone right (or justified) before God.

5.2/ Justification and Faith: The grace of the Holy Spirit confers upon us the righteousness of God. Uniting us by faith and Baptism to the Passion and Resurrection of Christ, the Spirit makes us sharers in his life (C 2017).

+ Like conversion, justification has two aspects. Moved by grace, man turns toward God and away from sin, and so accepts forgiveness an righteousness from on high (C 2018).

+ Justification includes the remission of sins, sanctification, and the renewal of the inner man (C 2019).

+ Justification has been merited for us by the Passion of Christ. It is granted us through Baptism. It conforms us to the righteousness of God, who justifies us. It has for its goal the glory of God and of Christ, and the gift of eternal life. It is the most excellent work of God's mercy (C 2020).

6/ MERIT 

6.1/ Definition: Merit is what a person did in order to be worthy of a reward.


6.2/ Human merit: We can have merit in God's sight only because of God's free plan to associate man with the work of His grace. Merit is to be ascribed in the first place to the grace of God, and secondly to man's collaboration. Man's merit is due to God (C 2025). God's grace is given to human beings when they are still sinners. 


+ The grace of the Holy Spirit can confer true merit on us, by virtue of our adoptive filiations, and in accordance with God's gratuitous justice. Charity is the principal source of merit in us before God (C 2026).

+ No one can merit the initial grace which is at the origin of conversion. Moved by the Holy Spirit, we can merit for ourselves and for others all the graces needed to attain eternal life, as well as necessary temporal goods (C 2027).

7/ THE HUMAN COMMUNITY


7.1/ The Person and Society: The human person needs to live in society. Society is not for him an extraneous addition but a requirement of his nature. Through the exchange with others, mutual service and dialogue with his brethren, man develops his potential; he thus responds to his vocation (Cf. GS 25, #1).

+ Each community is defined by its purpose and consequently obeys specific rules; but "the human person . . . is and ought to be the principle, the subject and the end of all social institutions" (C 1881).


+ In accordance with the principle of subsidiary, neither the state nor any larger society should substitute itself for the initiative and responsibility of individuals and intermediary bodies (C 1894).

+ Society ought to promote the exercise of virtue, not obstruct it. It should be animated by a just hierarchy of values.

+ Where sin has perverted the social climate, it is necessary to call for the conversion of hearts and appeal to the grace of God. Charity urges just reforms. There is no solution to the social question apart from the Gospel (C 1896).


7.2/ Participation in social life 

(1) Authority: Human society can be neither well-ordered nor prosperous unless it has some people invested with legitimate authority to preserve its institutions and to devote themselves as far as is necessary to work and care for the good of all" (John XXIII, PT, #46).

+ By "authority" one means the quality by virtue of which persons or institutions make laws and give orders to men and expect obedience from them.

+ The authority required by the moral order derives from God: "Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. Therefore he who resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment" (C 1899).


+ Authority is exercised legitimately if it is committed to the common good of society. To attain this it must employ morally acceptable means.

+ Political authority must be exercised within the limits of the moral order and must guarantee the conditions for the exercise of freedom.


(2) Common good: The common good comprises "the sum total of social conditions which allow people, either as groups or as individuals, to reach their fulfillment more fully and more easily" (GS 26 § 1).

+ The common good consists of three essential elements: respect for and promotion of the fundamental rights of the person; prosperity, or the development of the spiritual and temporal goods of society; the peace and security of the group and of its members (C 1925).

(3) Participation: is the voluntary and generous engagement of a person in social interchange. It is necessary that a participation, each according to his position and role, in promoting the common good. This obligation is inherent in the dignity of the human person (C 1913).

+ It is the role of the state to defend and promote the common good of civil society. The common good of the whole human family calls for an organization of society on the international level (C 1927).
8/ THE CHURCH'S ROLE ON MORAL LAWS

+ The Magisterium of the Pastors of the Church in moral matters is ordinarily exercised in catechesis and preaching, on the basis of the Decalogue which states the principles of moral life valid for every man (C 2049).

+ The Roman Pontiff and the bishops, as authentic teachers, preach to the People of God the faith which is to be believed and applied in moral life. It is also incumbent on them to pronounce on moral questions that fall within the natural law and reason (C 2050).

+ The infallibility of the Magisterium of the Pastors extends to all the elements of doctrine, including moral doctrine, without which the saving truths of the faith cannot be preserved, expounded, or observed.

9/ THE ROLE OF LITURGY AND SACRAMENTS IN OUR MORAL LIFE

+ The moral life is a spiritual worship. Christian activities find its nourishment in the liturgy and the celebration of the sacraments (C 2047).

+ The Lives of the Saints are the models for us to become holy as they are. There is a need for us to read stories about their life.
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